CHAPTER IV

JOSIAH EOYCE

MEANTIME the mantle of philosophical
authority had fallen at Harvard upon other
shoulders, A young Californian, Josiah
Royce, had come back from Germany with a
reputation for wisdom; and even without
knowing that he had already produced a new
proof of the existence of God, merely to look
at him you would have felt that he was a
philosopher; his great head seemed too
heavy for his small body, and his portentous
brow, crowned with thick red hair, seemed
to crush the lower part of his face, " Royce,"
said William James of him, "has an in-
decent exposure of forehead/5 There was a
suggestion about him of the benevolent
ogre or the old child, in whom a preter-
natural sharpness of insight lurked beneath a
grotesque mask. If you gave him any cue, or
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